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If you need urgent after-hours (6pm-8am) treatment phone Healthline on
0800 611 116.
Or, if you are local, you can also phone your regular GP and you will be automatically
directed to the after-hours phone triage service. If required, the triage service will make
arrangements for you to be seen by an after-hours GP.
DO NOT go directly to Dunstan Hospital – you MUST be triaged first. “Walk-ins” will
not be accepted. If you do have to come to the hospital, follow the red signs to the rear
of the building to the After-hours GP entrance. DO NOT report to the Vincent Ward entrance.
A payment is required for this service except for children under 14 and is expected at
the time of your visit.

Urgent After-Hours Medical Service

Promote Dunstan and the Dunstan News team wish
you all a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

The book Take Me To The Nevis published by Dunstan
Publications, which is part of Promote Dunstan, sold out
shortly after its launch at the end of November.
Numerous requests for the book are being received and
there will be a reprint.
The book is the first to be written about this remote
part of the Dunstan gold field. It covers the history of the
valley and stories about the people who lived there.
Copies will be available in early February 2020. To order please email lojo.rico@xtra.co.nz

Nevis Book Sells Out

The proposed upgrade of the river carpark and access to the heritage precinct has
received a Government grant of $365,000 from its Tourism Infrastructure Fund.
The funds will be used to upgrade the river carpark which will include lighting and
landscaping as well as a public toilet and information panels that highlight the area’s
history.
A new eastern access for vehicles will create a one-way thoroughfare to car parking
and a walkway will be built to connect the river carpark to the town centre.
Play spaces, outdoor furniture and barbeques will be installed in the river area to make
the area an attractive place to enjoy the river.
The upgrade aims to relieve pressure from the growing number of visitors by improving parking and facilities as part of the wider works to revamp Clyde’s heritage precinct streetscape. Last June the Central Otago District Council received a grant of up to
$247,500 from the Tourism Infrastructure Fund for new toilets in Clyde’s town centre.
Work is planned to start on the Clyde Heritage Precinct streetscape upgrade after
June next year.
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An upsurge in traffic speeding through some of Clyde’s streets has been reported by
several residents. Richard Flanagan, who lives in the historic precinct estimated some
vehicles were doing in excess of 70Km/h in the 50km/h zone and he would like to see a
speed indicator installed in the street as well as the speed limit reduced. It is understood
several tickets have been issued to drivers for speeding in Hazlett St. Please report any
issues to Alexandra police.

Speeding Vehicles Alarm Residents

A charitable trust has been formed by the Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church
committee. The committee was formed after a public meeting made it clear that locals
and others wanted the Clyde church kept as a community asset.
The future of the historic church and its surrounding property is currently being assessed by a four-person Property Commission set up by the Anglican Diocese. A possible
realistic outcome is the sale of the property. A valuation has been made as to its current
value on the open market. The trust has also
commissioned a valuation of the property.
“’We needed to establish a trust to act on behalf of the community in acquiring the property if
the diocese commits to a sale”, says committee
chairman David Ritchie. “Potential funding bodies, other donors and contributors need confidence that the community will benefit and that
future management of the property will be above
-board and professional.”
The committee has had two meetings with
the commission and a third will be held in January to present a more detailed proposition about
its wish to take part in the future of the church.
“By then we expect we will have developed a
more considered proposal for the diocese to consider,” Mr Ritchie says.
Commission chairman Brian Tegg says it will
David Hurd signs deed articles to establish
report early in the new year to the Diocesan
the Friends of St Michael and All Angels
council which will decide on the church’s future.
Charitable Trust
The trust is keen to hear if anyone else would
like to be involved. (Contact Louise Joyce (lojo.rico@xtra.co.nz) The trust is also hoping
to hold an open day at the church in January.

Trust Formed to Safeguard Heritage Church
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Clyde’s new pop-up shops

Welcome also
to Wendy
Hechtwendt,
well known to
many Clyde residents, who has
just taken over
the Bank Café
from Lorna Fairburn.

Two Pop-Up Shops now occupying the renovated former Bridge
Club are Gone Potty (ceramics, gifts and art) and Style and Grace
(women’s clothing and accessories).

Welcome to Helen Blair who has opened her fine art gallery
opposite the service station.

Sale of Land generally referred to as Clyde’s Town Belt (see
Russell Garbutt’s column).

Xmas Lights. Take a walk or drive around Clyde streets to enjoy
the lavish and lovely decorations on several houses.

Brief Bites ……

Wendy Hechtwendt

Helen Blair

It is hard to believe another year has almost passed by but
before it does there are two submissions I'd like Clyde residents
to consider making. The first is the increase in your power line
charges which are going towards paying for the years of neglect
by Aurora Energy. If you are concerned, I urge you to write a
submission. The Vincent Community Board has done so but the
more people who voice their opinion, the better.
The second is the intended sale by the Department of Conservation of what is generally known as the Clyde town belt.
Many residents and visitors have joined me in walking over this incredible recreational
asset enjoying the peace and tranquility the walk provides. How we ended up in this
position is long and complex but why DoC views the area as having no recreational
value is beyond me.
At this time it is good to think of those that are less fortunate than ourselves, so if
you can help any of the community groups that give support to people, then I urge you
to do so. Speaking of which, the next fund raising dinner for Central Otago Hospice services will be held on Friday, March 27, so mark it in your diary.
My best wishes for a stress-free Christmas and New Year and hopefully fulfilling
and joyful times with friends and family.
Links to the energy and DoC items above are available on promotedunstan.org.nz

Talking It Over … with Community Board
member Russell Garbutt
New Fire Chief in Clyde

Right: Alisdair Au-Yong (Senior Warden) and current
Master Rory Butler with new Lodge Dunstan member,
Duncan Anderson (centre)

Our heartfelt thanks to our valued band of
delivery volunteers who slog it out through good
and bad weather and also to those who step up
at the last minute to make sure the Dunstan
News gets out into our community.

Steve Gee, Clyde’s new fire chief is looking forward to working with the “keen and capable” members of the brigade.

Clyde’s new chief, Steve Gee likens his job to that of an orchestra conductor keeping everyone to the same beat, working
in unison while allowing individual members to hone their respective skills and discover new ones.
Steve also hopes to focus on an annual “theme” that involves the community in fire safety and awareness and he also
wants to encourage events with neighbouring brigades.
Born in Tapanui, he attended Kaikorai Valley High School in
Dunedin and then went to live in the North Island. But he and
his wife Julie have strong links to Clyde. His in-laws are Noeline
and the late David Cairns who’ve lived here for at least 30
years.
An electrician by trade, he says he has absolutely no regrets
moving south.
“Coming back to this area is like coming home,” he says.

Clyde Volunteer
Fire Brigade chief
officer, Richard
Davidson, has retired
from his position ending 54 years of service to the community.
Richard has left
the brigade with a
solid infrastructure
after being instrumental in actioning
many changes at the
station. Some of the
highlights of his career include Otago
Southland conference, waterway competitions and the
Clyde and Districts
Emergency Trust.
Former colleagues
have thanked Richard
for his years of dedication to the brigade
and its people.

Fire Chief Retires After 54
Years

