MANUHERIKIA VALLEY
& IDA VALLEY

For accammadation and booking requirameants
contact your nearest Visltor Information Centre in
Adeandra, Ranfurly, Cromunsll or Rexburgh.

Websites to visit;
wisw.cantralotagonz.com
wwanotagocentralrailtral.co.nz
www.fishandgame.org.nz
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MANUHERIKIA VALLEY IDA VALLEY

Clhiatto Creek - Chinakens - Ophir- Linoder - Beeks - St Bathans Moa Creek = Poolburn - Oturelua

Thousands of miners focked to the valey whea Sat betwesn Rough Ridge and the Raggedy Ranoe,

mld was discoverad in the 18608, Evidenue of the |da Valley is bounded by the da Fanga 1o the north
b;iﬁ?a TETIAIN, aﬁhnugh the Ilfg tﬂm:{uf the: and Poolburn Hll 1o the south, It was namexd in 1857 by

'ﬂaﬂa&: oW is pastonal fa.rrl'_llng andl, mara racanily, Otago's first surveyar, Jobn Tumbull Thomson, after King

toursm genarated by the Ctago Gentral Fad Trai, Ida of Bamburgh Castle near his bifthplaca on England's

Thaa journéy alona State Highway 85 14 to expenende fantinmieriend coset.

the haart and soul of the small farrrmgmrrrnunrues At Moa Creek the ol pub hias been turmned into g

often sigrafled by the local gathering place, the pub, backpackers and it is worth asking for directions to the

CATthe base ol 1 velley Chatto Greek tﬂuem with well-prasarvad but not so well known old Chinese minar's

It= origiial stone work dating from 1886, is worth a tewr

visit, 35 |s the corugated iron post office et oo,

.'m caters for the local fammess and is the vallsy's
fain certre; Ik is alsc & starthg ﬁukﬁ for a]numey

to what remains of Matakanui, once a larga gold
mining townehip at the base of the Dunstan Rangs,

Qver thie Omakau bridge and o Kiometres.alang
the road is Ophir; an historic towrship noted for s
quaint coftages, posl affice and extrems gk and
law temperatures. The Damel O Cannell Ristoric
triclge (1886) with its solid schist piers i ooe of tha
few rerraining suspensioh brdges In Cantral MMag.
Bachon State. Highway 85 anc $0km from
Alszandra is Lauder where the dry climate, big b Chiwehaa s noted Tor
skies and podution fres atmosphens makean Giichrst’s Ganeral S167e.,

A warthwhile. detour is to
Poolburn Dam whera
miovie disctor Peler Jacksan
created the village of Rohan
in iz "Lord of the Rings®
filmis. 1t is akso possibles to
retrace the route {by four
wheal dnve) followed by 1ns
T19th gentury miners who
trekked from Dunadin to
Central Otago's galdfields
wee the Old Dunstan Trail
{Foad closed during winter).

'dasl hﬂme for the WA, olimate me unchanged snce the 19305 and sl trading today.
Becks, which gits on the 25th Parallel, was named Mearby, and In working order, i Hayes Enginesring Works,
atter John Beck, thé first Eoanses of the Whits Horse ariginally a family business dating from 1885 whare many
Hotal, established k1864, The hotel is befng mstored agricullural (ool were invented and sold wondwids.

by 2 locally-run thust and is open to visitors: Expare the remains of Golden Progress Mine whena you

; i 3 can peer down tha shafl that camied bath ore and peaple
St Bathans 5 one of New Zealand's best-preservod

gold mining tewns: The Wilcan, its only remaiing hotal, Iey wirter he frozen Idaburn Dam is the venus fir the
s repartedly heurted. This mud brick building dates tamous Roaring Game, the ancient Scattish sport of
from 1882 and still serves locals and many vistors. curling. You might ba lucky to catoh & Bonspiel when

caplaras natlonwids dascend on Olurshua

Poolburn Dam -
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ﬁ/ ACCOMMODATION / EATING OoUT

The best way to exparence bath ha Manuharikia ancd Local hospitality can be enjoved at pubsand
Ifa Vallays-is to-spend & rght or two enjoying the roral eateries i both valleys which cater for any taste
hospstesity offared by many aceommiocation facities, or budget. Don't ndss the chanse 1o buy Incal

wirgs or ust-off-tha-fres chermea, apricots,

There is @ wide range of places to stay including nectanines, peaches or apoles inseason,

country hotels, bed and breakiast, home:stay.
backpacksrs, lodges, and camping grounds, Pack a picnic and ask a local for direciions
: to the best plenic spot, then sl back and
sawour the flevours of Central Otago

For more details on whers to stay, contact
any of the local information centres.

S = ANNUAL EVENTS

i il Some of the major events that attract national and
Approximate travelling times intermational interest in these valleys Includa

Omakau Races — January

Sl Bathans to Alexandra 45 minutes Picznic: 2rd pumting fun at the gatiops and trots
Dmakau to Ranfurly B0 minutes

- )= Otago Central Rail Trail Duathlon — February
FPoolbum to Alexanda 25 minutes & 150k thountain Bike and running team or indrvidual
Crormesil to Alexanclra 30 minutes gvart from the Glyde rallhead to Middlemarch,
Duesnstown to Alexandra | hiour passing through the Manuherikea and Ida Vallays,
Dunedin to Alaxandra 2 howrs 15 minules For more ga o: www.otagocentralraiitrail.co.nz

Ghost to Ghost Triathlon — March

Heid In the historic mining village of 5t Bathans.,
Known as Sarsen Stones on the North Rough Ridge —
Goldrush - March

A ponular three-deny rmaltispar swsol

Brass Monkey Motor Gycle Rally — June
A huge motorcycle hoedown near Curehua whare
hardy souls brave sub-zero lemparatures

Far miore information on any of thage awbntg
visil www, centralotagonz.com




Legend

Major Roads
Minor Roads
Unsealed Roads
Dry Weathar
Tracks or suitable
for 4WD

Rl Trail

The Dunstan Trall




ﬁ/ RECREATION

Thierg ara many ouldoor recreational sctivities such es
maurtam Bikirg, walking, historic tours, golf, swimming,
fishing or star-gazing in the clear night skaes,

Ajourney an the intemationab-renowned Otago Gentral
Fall Trail Lwewewy centralolagoratral Soong) 15 & unigue
Expareny & o radway line at 5 many visitors whe
walk, cyoleor horse ride part o all of the 150km routa. it
takas n spectacular gorges, tunnels, viaducts, farmiland
gaunt hils and outcrops of lichen-coverad achist ok,

countryside. We stggest yvou pick up copies of the
5t Bathans and Ophar “Walk Around” sanes ard
apout the higtony of these tiny settements

Their companion, the "Sali-Dinve Heritage™ brochure takes
VU on & journey to the anea's signiicant hstonca
You can examing oid schist and mud Brck builo
and strol ground the old cometeras in St Bathans and

Fighing huts at Poalburm

o

Ciryioread where the gravestones of those resting there
tell af the hersh life endurad by settiers and miners,

I Sprireg, the roadsices sre spresd with colouriul
wilcifiowears while in November the wild thyme
overng the hills bursts into toy levender-pink fiowers,
Trip wralking an the thyme to breathe 0 ks rch pesfume

In Summer, a haze of vibrant blue Viper's bugloss
appears, and hawks cir zity looking far their
ey I ol mre lucky you might see the smalier Mew
Zealand faleon, the Karsarea, This rare and protected
hirel inhabits the racky his Bt can sormstimes

be spotted seaking live prey on the lower slopas

£ i

Ask the lecals where you can cool off In one of the
many swimming holes along the Manuberilia River
or visit one of the many beautiful large fanm gardens
open for public viewing trom Cotober to March. For
more detalls inguire &t lecal informaticn cantres.

If fighing is your game and broan il is your quarry, try
the Manuberikia Biver or ths ldaburn, Uppgr Manarbws
or Poglburn Dams. (Check the regulations and purchase a2
fishing lcance from information centres before satting out),

Thig ks a superh landscape o photograph or 1o paint
The spectacular beauty of @ hoar frost in warter,

the sturming golden light at dawn or the shadows

of the setting sun havs inspired noted local artist
Grahame Sydney-as well as words from former Mew
Zealand poet launeate and local poet Brian Tumar,

Owver the wirtar months whan It is cold sno
15 ety of achion: enthusiastc curling teams
an the idaburn Qam near Oturehua while oo
fiock 1o the Lower Manorburm and the ldabarm Cams

Karaarea, Mew Zealand's Mative Falcon -




/,J LANDSCAPES

Take time: toahsark this panoramea of immensse opan
spaces; andiess blue sles, and the rugged terain of the
hdanuherikea and jda Valleys - & landscapes found only

it this region of Mew Zeatand aed virtually wrtouched

by the stresses and pace of mioerm fmes.. A visitor
fram & busy city who travals fhe and and onesy roacs
hera rmight wel be ovarwhislmed by s sclituds:

The valtevs heve g
furnuttuous geological
history, Eons dgoit wasa
sub-tropionl ares coversd
By animmansa fake,

Tz 10 fiva rndlion vaars
aan uge land upheavsEls
created the mountains
syl viElleys exposing the
schist [Greek:for “split")
rock which has eroded

10 feem the fantastic
shapas seen today. The
extrame ot and cokd, dne
chmate hasoreated an
ahmost lunar landscape of
wast sun-bakad vallays,
rugaed sofist-clad
rarges-and rocky tors,

The hareh anviranmeant creates a land of distinctive
Seasons: Sonng brings miany tiny plants found

only In this area a3 wall as tha soft lavandat of wild
thyme: Surnmer's misntless heal bakes the land into
e of brown and gold, anly Intsrrupted by gresn
irmgated fmnmiland -and the colours of wild flowers.

Autumin biazes with 2 stunning galette of puris,
goid, red, orange, and yieliow, whils-sub-zem
winters atten bring hoar froets which transtorm
thercountryside infoam iy beauty.

Tiger Hill and its changing colours —

‘and preserved by the

P 4 HisToRICAL

Much of the history of tha lda and Manuharikia valleys
wag shaped by Irish, Welsh, Scottish, and Chinese
pectors who flockad hese in thair thousands i
vof golel. Thelr legasy is throughout the arsa

To wander around St Bathans is & journey back 0 fime
to the ofd mining days. Around tha village is-an eerds
moonscapa carved by the sluicing and diggings of the
19th century gold seekers, Nearby, the farmed Blue Leke
was formed by the
ficoding of the huge
kildare Mina, dug by
long-gons miners

The Vidcan Hotal in

St Bathans and thia
original Becks Holal
ware DUt dunng the
godd mining era and
the Vukcan along with
the “naw” Backs Hotel
{built in the 1820s)-still
quanch tha 21 f
Iocals and wvisitors,

Boith valleys are dotted
with mud brick and
schist bulldings bull
Ly the sarly sattlers

dry climate, Some ars
I rums, but mary are
stll inhabited or used
as famm bulldings

Golden P 55 Ming —
Fionesang pastoral PG ETANESE A0

tarmers also made their mark by breaking in the lana
despete inhospitable conations. The tenacity of thasa
tight-knit rural communities wes recognised in 1972 when
the Icka Yalley received (he first Government-sponsomed




